 Experiencing the Cultural Arts EDN 414-800, 801 Fall 2008
Contact Information:


	What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters, compared to what lies within us.

Ralph Waldo Emerson




Dr. Brenda Johnson

johnsonbs@uncw.edu
(However, online students should use the Blackboard email.)


(910) 326-5604






Course Description:  

Designed to prepare students to plan and deliver appropriate experiences for elementary students which would integrate drama, dance, vocal and instrumental music, and studio art into the other areas of the curriculum.  Attention will be given to extensions across cultures and appreciation of creativity.  A daily journal and pre-post papers compel reflection.  There is not a required text to purchase but rather links of required and suggested reading and viewing.  This syllabus is a detailed document, which should be referred to continually, especially before submitting assignments.
Conceptual Framework:  

The Watson School of Education strives to develop highly competent professionals to serve in educational leadership roles.  EDN 414 supports this framework through discussions, activities, readings, projects and evaluations.  This framework affords students the opportunity to develop the following competencies:

· Informed data driven decision making

· Reflective practice

· Commitment to ethical and professional standards

· Knowledge in academic content and pedagogy

· Technology integration

· Ability to meet needs of diverse learners

· Knowledge and use of appropriate communication strategies

Individual student growth in these areas will result in educational practice that positively impacts learning.

Course Objectives: 
By the end of this course, it is expected that you will:

· Develop an awareness of the basic concepts of the arts and their role in children’s learning and development across the classroom curriculum (not just art and music class)
· Apply your knowledge of the arts to classroom instruction by designing activities to integrate the arts into the elementary curriculum. 
· Rejuvenate the creativity energy within yourself to keep creative expression alive in you and your students by exposure to performance arts and exhibits and by daily reflections
Course Assignments Requirements:

I. Professionalism:  Journal of a Journey into the Arts
"hear a little music, read a little poetry, and see a fine picture every day…, in order that worldly cares may not obliterate the sense of the beautiful which God has implanted in the human soul.”  Goethe, German Playwright, Poet, Novelist and Dramatist 1749-1832  
For the duration of this course, allow yourself to enjoy an immersion in the arts.  Get started right away!  The time is short!  Check websites such as www.uncw.edu/arts/ and pick up the free newspapers of activities in the area, such as Arts Alive, to locate performances or exhibits you can attend.  You can listen to classical music while you work at your computer; e.g. www.publicradioeast.org, which also offers a calendar of regional events.  Your journal should show that you have given time to each of the four arts areas.

Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life. Pablo Picasso
You will keep dated notes in your journal (Locate it by clicking on Discussion Board.) on the time you set aside for the arts, whether it is recording ideas for your teaching, writing a poem or song, taking a walk and looking anew through the eyes of an artist or photographer, answering the questions on the PowerPoint and videos you are required to watch, the cultural art experiences you choose to attend (Watch your Blackboard Announcements), the links you are required to read, and the resources you find on your own. 
Your Journal is a literacy strategy you can use with your own students.  It adds a realistic dimension for students as a historian’s tool (or whatever role is appropriate). It can be called a Dialogue Journal, because you can post ideas or questions for the rest of us to read and perhaps initiate interaction.  It can be called a Learning Log because you are documenting what you discover or are trying to understand about the subject matter.  It can also be called a Daybook, because it should be used daily or as often as possible for the duration of the course.  (If you choose to use a sketchbook, you can still share by scanning.) 
This record is a collection of raw materials and reflections because reflection is the heart of the preparation for a career in education.  From this record, in lieu of an exam, you will develop a final paper in which you refer 1) to your first paper to note any changes or better understandings and 2) to your journal to highlight what you have gained from your 414 experience.  For instance, you might have realized for the first time that you should give students an art objective or standards to meet when giving creative assignments; e.g. not just assigning a collage but a collage using at least five geometric shapes in a repeating pattern; 3) summarize the main points of your philosophy on integrating the arts into the classroom.  You may attach examples or quotes as from your daily record for support of your generalizations.  You should refer to them by date of entry and/or the document, if it were a reading or one of the required visuals. 
II. Arts Education Paper 
10 points

Due Aug 27
Read the Preface, Philosophy, Purpose, and Program Description in the Introduction to Arts Education http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/artsed/scos/  Write a 2-3 page personal response based on your experiences and thoughts about the NC arts curriculum.  Your paper should be typed in a 12 point font and double spaced.  As you get started reading the Preface, think about which features of the program you have experienced.  Have you been able to apply in your life outside school anything that you learned about the arts in school?  Or maybe your schooling did not offer you these features, and you can describe the effects of being deprived of the cultural arts.  For example, the feature I appreciate most in the program is the focus on learning about other cultures and historic periods, which my public schooling did not provide. As an adult, I finally became excited about learning history through art history.  I am also learning the music of the Latino culture through salsa/zumba dance exercise classes.  Proceed to address each part of the document in this manner, agreeing or disagreeing with the philosophy, purpose, etc.  This is a beginning point—a pre-test if you will—of your thoughts as you begin to consider your own value of the arts as an individual and as a teacher.  You may want to quote points which are especially well worded or important to you.
II. Designing Curriculum with the Cultural Arts
1. Videos:  Collaborating With a Cultural Resource 

a. Go to www.learner.org and create a free account.  

b. Search for “ARTS”
c. Select the Video Series:  The Arts in Every Classroom: A Video Library K-5.  View and  note the answers to the questions listed in the PowerPoint tutorial on the following Videos:  #12  Borrowing from the Arts to Enhance Learning; #2 Expanding the Role of the Arts Specialist; #5Teaching Theatre; and, if you want to teach older students, 
 Connecting with the Arts:  A Teaching Practices Library, grades 6-8:  #6 Exploring Our Town.  Read descriptions of all the videos available to see what others you want to view. 
(You should be able to watch the videos online.  If you have difficulties for any reason, try going to a computer lab. Or call 962-HELP or email tac@uncw.edu)
2. PowerPoint Tutorial

a. Log onto Blackboard
b. Find Learning Modules under Experiencing the Cultural Arts:  Course Tools.
c. Open and review the PowerPoint Tutorial.  Spend some time really learning and thinking about the information.  You are on your own to digest this material without a class discussion.  However, we can also review and discussing this material among ourselves on the Blackboard discussion page.  If there are discrepancies between the tutorial and this syllabus, which was revised specifically for this first 414 summer course entirely on blackboard, the SYLLABUS is the final word.
3. Sample Lesson Plans/Other Information from the NC Dept of Public Instruction

a. Go to www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum for lesson objectives for every grade and subject, but click on Arts Education, then Resources to see a list of Teacher Handbooks for each art.  These include excellent examples of lessons.  

b. Open also their Arts Education monograph, “Integrating with Reading, Writing, Math and Other Subjects.”

c. See pp.85-111 of the following document for grade level scenarios using centers in the A+ Schools, which incorporate the arts and multiple intelligences while still increasing test scores: www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/curriculum/balancedcurriculum.pdf      
III. Discussion Board 
1. Brainstorming Blog From all the ideas you are gathering, choose a cultural arts topic for your learning center project, applying the content in the PowerPoint Tutorial.  Find resources for your project.  You need 3 or more.  At least 1 of the sources should be from somewhere other than the internet.  Brainstorm ideas for your learning center on the discussion board blog.  Raise your own questions and answer questions such as these:  Who or what did you choose and why?  How will you connect it with other subjects?  How will students be actively involved in learning?  What will they do? How will you assess their understanding of the objectives? Where have you found information on your topic? Take advantage of the Discussion Board Blog as a sounding board in this brainstorming stage of your project early and often.
2. Project Summary  You are required to summarize your project ideas and post them to the discussion board following the tutorial format.  (10 points) Your summary should be 250 words or more.  It should be evident that you have really begun to think through the ideas for your center.  Your classmates will give you a formative assessment; i.e. feedback which allows you to re-form or rethink your plan.  Post your two summary slides before midnight on Oct. 8 so that your classmates may respond by the deadline on Oct 15  for your review before you use it with students.
3. Responses to Posted Summaries Read the summaries posted by all members of your group.  Comparing different examples is very important for the learning process.  Offer suggestions and constructive criticism to two members of your group.  (5 points for each) If two other people have already responded to a single posting, please respond to a different group member.  Everyone should have feedback from two people.  Your comments are intended to help improve the project before it is used with students and the final version submitted.  To earn all points you must be specific and offer ideas for extending, enriching or modifying.  General comments like “good job” are not what a professional colleague should offer in the way of formative assessment.  Elaborate; e.g. “I really like the choice of Minnie Evans.  She is a North Carolina artist and that is appropriate for the grade level.”  Make suggestions as well as offer compliments: “She worked as a gatekeeper at Airlie Gardens in Wilmington.  There is a Minnie Evans Sculpture Garden there, which includes an amazing ‘Bottle Chapel’ tribute to her. Their website says they offer a curriculum-based program for third graders.” 

4. Journal Entries on Specific Subjects You are required to identify in the subject heading  a minimum of  five journal entries for each of the following: 
Sept 3 the tutorial, Sept 10 & 17 two web links, and two labeled Experiencing…    (Name the performance, exhibit, observation of arts specialists or whatever you saw.) You may need some flexibility on the last two; try to have one of these before the end of Oct but both by the end of Nov.
V.  
Application of Learning:  Integrated Arts Project
35  points
Due Nov 12
Choose examples of the arts in culture, design learning experiences for children, and present one to your field experience class.  Remember that for the purposes of this course, “arts” means visual art, music, drama/theatre, or dance.  You may choose a famous person, a famous work, or a particular type or style of visual art, music, drama, or dance--from the fine and performing arts or from the folk and popular arts.  However, to be considered “art,” particular attention should be paid to the subtle differences that make the style artistic as much as functional.   

Design a learning center and/or lessons that will allow children to learn a skill or concept from one of the core academic subjects – language arts, social studies, math, or science – through one of the cultural arts.  Identify standards from the North Carolina Standard Course of Study in both the academic area and the arts area.  Each lesson or center should have a single learning objective or focus, but incorporate standards from both disciplines.   Once you know the grade level of your field placement, make plans that fit into the curriculum of that grade level.  On your first observation of the class, find out what the class will be studying about the time you will present your project. Try to arrange this observation at a time when you can talk to the teacher also about scheduling your project.
At a center, students should have the opportunity to freely explore and learn at an individualized pace.  They should learn how the art fits into culture, some of the major concepts of the artist or art form, and how it connects to an academic subject.  Students should be actively involved in learning.  Include information for students to read and at least one open-ended activity that will help students learn the concept you are teaching.  Children’s literature books or picture books should be included for any grade level.  A children’s literature database, as from EDN344, is a good resource because of the search function.  You should emphasize the most important points and provide a variety of materials that will allow students to learn more about the topic.  

Everyone will submit a final version of the project after it is taught, which will be graded on all the following criteria, worth 5 points each (See tutorial for more details on these criteria):

· Strength of Cultural Arts Connection
· Strength of Arts Content 
· Strength of Academic Content

· Strength of Student Activities 
· Overall Design including photo of you working with students
· Written Reflection including assessment
· References including related reading material for children
You may submit more ideas for the use of arts in your classroom.  These do not have to include all of the categories above, but enough that you will likely use them in your teaching.  This work will be considered—especially if it includes different arts than the one(s) in your project submission--if you are lacking in points elsewhere, but the purpose is to encourage you to build a collection of teaching ideas and materials for the arts.

If you have access to TaskStream, you may use their quick form Activity Lesson Log at the bottom of the Select Format menu in their Lesson Builder menu.  If not, you can still use the same headings:  Author, Subject (s), Grade Level, Activity Details [include references and materials], Standards, and Assessment.

Class Policies:
Grading 

Final grades will be assigned based on the following point system:

A
93 – 100
A - 
90 - 92

B+
88 – 89

B
83 – 87

B-
80 – 82

C+
78 – 79

C
73 – 77

C-
70 - 72

D
69 and below

Written Assignments:

All assignments must be submitted according to the format suggested.  PROOFREAD your work and do a spell/grammar check before you submit it for grading.  Papers must be submitted as Word documents, which show both the student and the instructors any errors that have not been corrected.  You will lose points for submitting written work with grammar, spelling, punctuation errors.  Your writing should be a model for students. You will not be allowed to revise work after it has been graded.  Two points will be deducted for each day that an assignment is late unless DOCUMENTATION of a medical emergency is provided.  

The Writing Center is available to assist you with all of your writing needs at UNCW.  Whether you need help planning a paper, revising a rough draft, or cleaning up a final draft, the Writing Center can help.  Call 962-7857 or e-mail uls@uncw.edu to set up an appointment.  Remember, it is always better to see a writing tutor well before your paper is due; the Writing Center recommends setting your appointment at least one week before the due date.

Plagiarism, Bribery, and Cheating

Adherence to standards of professional conduct is expected.  Offenses are taken seriously and students found guilty of academic dishonesty may receive a failing grade and/or be referred to the Dean of Students.  Please familiarize yourself with the requirements of the UNCW Academic Honor Code: 

http://www.uncw.edu/policies/04-100-academichonorcode.htm
Disabilities:

If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside hall, 962-7555), provide the necessary documentation of the disability and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations.  Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to me in order that we can implement these accommodations
